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Welcome

08h30 – 08h40

Palle Thomsen
President UFEMAT

Marnix Van Hoe
Secretary General



WELCOME
65TH UFEMAT CONGRESS

MILAN

SHARED BELIEFS: SECTOR, COOPERATION, SUSTAINABILITY 

& COMPETITIVENESS

SPECIAL WELCOME TO EURO-MAT FRIENDS



EUDR – CHALLENGES

EU’S NEW REGULATION ON DEFORESTATION-FREE PRODUCTS

GOAL: PROTECT FORESTS, CLIMATE, AVOID DEFORESTATION

BUT: TOO BUREAUCRATIC, UNREALISTIC REQUIREMENTS



IMPACT ON BUSINESS

DOCUMENT EVERY SHIPMENT, PALLET, PLANK

GEOLOCATION & SATELLITE DATA REQUIRED

BURDEN ON SMES, SMALL SUPPLIERS EXCLUDED



DIGITALISATION AS A SOLUTION

• Smart traceability solutions

• Digital product passports

• Blockchain for transparency

• AI for risk assessment
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PACKAGING & WASTE 
REGULATION

IMPORTANT GOALS: REUSE, SORTING, RECYCLABILITY

RULES MUST WORK IN PRACTICE

NEED PROPORTIONALITY AND FLEXIBILITY



UFEMAT IN BRUSSELS

YOUR VOICE IN BRUSSELS

WE SUPPORT SUSTAINABILITY, INNOVATION & DIGITALISATION

WE DEFEND SMES – BACKBONE OF OUR SECTOR



WE WILL CONTINUE TO FIGHT

FOR COMMON SENSE

FOR PROPORTIONALITY

FOR BETTER REGULATION

FOR REAL DIALOGUE WITH EU POLICYMAKERS



FINAL CALL TO ACTION

WE WANT GREEN TRANSITION AND COMPETITIVENESS

FUTURE MUST BE BOTH SUSTAINABLE AND COMPETITIVE

STANDING TOGETHER MAKES IT POSSIBLE



ENJOY THE 65TH FANTASTIC UFEMAT CONGRESS

AND HAVE A NICE TIME IN BEAUTIFULL MILAN
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