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Invisible Giant = 
Wholesale in Europe



𝗪𝗵𝗼𝗹𝗲𝘀𝗮𝗹𝗲 𝗶𝗻 𝗘𝘂𝗿𝗼𝗽𝗲:
𝗧𝗵𝗲 i𝗻𝘃𝗶𝘀𝗶𝗯𝗹𝗲 𝗚𝗶𝗮𝗻𝘁 𝗼𝗳

𝗖𝗼𝗻𝘀𝘁𝗿𝘂𝗰𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻

Lisa-Marie Brehmer
Chief of Staff at BGA (German Federation of Wholesale & Foreign

Trade)

Representative of EuroCommerce



Wholesale in Numbers
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Construction Material Wholesale
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✓ Makes up ~10% of all wholesale enterprises

✓ In total: 165,800 enterprises across Europe

✓ Significant contribution to sector growth



EuroCommerce is the European association representing retailers 

and wholesalers of all sizes and are a leading sector in the world.

Who isEuroCommerce

34MEMBER COMPANIES

THE RECOGNISED EUROPEAN SOCIAL PARTNER FOR THE

RETAILAND WHOLESALESECTOR

NATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS IN

28 EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

14AFFILIATED MEMBERS

FOUNDED IN (MERGER BETWEEN 3 ORGANISATIONS)1993

A TEAM OF 20+POLICY AND 

COMMUNICATIONS EXPERTS

FOOD, DIY, TEXTILES, HEALTH & BEAUTY, CONSUMER ELECTRONICS, ANDMUCH MORE
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Our affiliated members

Our national associations

* Partner association
8

*

Our members
Our company members



Our role and 
activities

Advocacy & 

regulator

y

work

A strong voice 
for the sector

A platform
for exchange

Thought 
leadership

Technical & regulatory 
expertise, monitoring, 

intelligence and advocacy

Engagement (stakeholders 
& policy makers)

Media & events

Campaigns

CEO Summit

Emerging issues, Good practices & 

sector issues

Sector issues, emerging trends 

and regulatory initiatives

Research & Partnerships
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• War on the border

• Supply Chain disruptions

• Protectionism & nationalism

• Global competition issues
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• Inflation

• Rise of populism

• Cost of regulation

• Protests all over Europe

Retail and wholesale is facing
significant challenges

We need to invest up to €600 billion 

between 2022 and 2030 for the 

sector’s sustainable, digital &

skill transformation



• Wholesale & Me Campaign: 
#AppreciateWholesale

• Retail & Wholesale Week
• Wholesale related events
• Engagement with relevant 

policy makers

• Due Diligence legislation
• Late payments: fear of 

customer insolvency, shifting 
of the problem rather than 
proposing a solution, and 
regulatory burden

• Omnibus: further 
simplification, reduce trickle 
down effects on SMEs

Main priorities

• Wholesale Interest Group:
• Exchange on current topics 

and experiences
• Connect members with 

key policy makers
• Working with the SME 

Interest Group
• Updates via e-mail and InBrief

Increasing 

communication
Services

EuroCommerce Work on Wholesale
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• Package of proposals published on 26 February 2026:

• A proposal for a Directive amending the CSRD and the CS3D

• A proposal which postpones the application of all reporting requirements in the CSRD
for companies that are due to report in 2026 and 2027 and which postpones the
transposition deadline and the first wave of application of the CS3D by one year to 2028

• A draft Delegated act amending the Taxonomy Disclosures and the Taxonomy Climate
and Environmental Delegated Acts

• A proposal for a Regulation amending the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism 
Regulation

First Omnibus Package on Sustainability
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Proposed amendments CSRD

• 2-year postponement of the sustainability reporting requirements for all companies

in the CSRD scope that are required to comply from financial year 2025 or 2026

depending on their size ( now 1January 2027 instead of 1January 2025)

• Aligning scope closer with the CS3D: reporting requirements would only apply to

large undertakings with more than 1000 employees

• Deletion of the sector-specific standards by removing the provision that allows the

Commission to adopt such standards
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First Omnibus Package on Sustainability



Proposed amendments CS3D

• 1-year postponement of the date of application for the first large companies that 

need to comply with the CSDDD to 26 July 2028.

• Commission to present the guidelines already a year earlier in July 2026 to give

companies more time to prepare.

• Focusing systematic due diligence requirements on own operations and direct 

business partners (Tier 1)
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First Omnibus Package on Sustainability



Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation
proposal

Proposal for a Regulation on Packaging and Packaging Waste.

► Aims to prevent packaging waste, boost high-quality recycling

by requiring packaging to be fully recyclable by 2030 and to
reduce the need for primary natural resources.

► New sustainability requirements for packaging

► Promoting reusable and refillable packaging solutions for food
(e.g. beverages, take-away) and non-food (e.g. household
appliances), including transport packaging and Deposit-Return
Schemes

► Waste prevention via requirement to minimise packaging volume
and weight and empty-space ratio of max 40%
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Packaging and PackagingWaste Regulation
Scope and purpose:

• Applies to all:

• B2C and B2B

• All packaging materials

• All packaging waste

• Establishes:

• Sustainability requirements

• information requirements

• measures on packaging waste prevention

• Extended Producer Responsibility

• Entry into force was on 11February 2025, but most of the new rules will start to apply from 12

August 2026or later
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Packaging and Packaging Waste RegulationWhat do you need to do?

Obligations differ depending on the role (manufacturer, trader,
importer)

Check-list:

❑ Manufacturer or importer must provide a Declaration of Conformity
and technical documentation

❑ Transport packaging: there is a 100% reusable transport packaging
quota for delivering products to another economic operator within
the same Member State or between own sites.

❑ You need to ensure that the correct packaging material is used, and
that packaging minimisation is fulfilled
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Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism

• CBAM expansions planned

• cement, iron, steel, aluminium, fertilisers, electricity and
hydrogen

• chemicals (e.g. organic raw materials, polymers, plastics),
Refined petroleum products,
other metals (copper, nickel, zinc),paper, glass, ceramics
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• Create awareness and ensure a better understanding of wholesale 
in EU supply chains and daily life
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• Peak behind the scenes: Offer various examples for legislators and future
legislation

• New website, factsheet, LinkedIn campaign and explainer video

Wholesale & Me: Time to
#AppreciateWholesale



Thank you!

•Please reach out: 

Lisa-Marie Brehmer 

Via Linkedin or email:

• lisa-
marie.brehmer@bga.de

mailto:lisa-marie.brehmer@bga.de
mailto:lisa-marie.brehmer@bga.de
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